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~ral Menocal, to the effect that some measure of American Supervision

Havana, November 17 th 1919,

Major General Emoch H, Crowder,
WASHINGTON.

Dear General Crowder:=

/ Let me hope that you will kindly pardonme for engaging
your very busy attention in matters connected with those Cuban poli-
tics with which you are so familiar and which have so often made you
work so hardly here in Cuba, But the fact is that you are perhaps
the only American thoroughly acquainted with our men,with our land
and also with our nedds, and, on the other hand, ypur position in
the Unites Statea is such that with the help of your good-will towards
us and the weight of your learned experience on our things,you are
certainly more than qualified,gifted, if we can sayso, to get a
clear insight of the condition of affairs at present in Cuba and of
the best policy to be followed under the circumstances,

Youknow well that in communicating with you on those
matters, I am not actuated by any specisl political interest in
connection with the coming elections, for it is & notorioua fact, of
which 1 think you are yourself aware, That I am not a cultivator of
politics and much less am I a partisan politicisn, my present posi=
tionbeing of a somewhat professional nature and my acceptance of it
being due not to any political ambition dbut only to my belief that
I can thus render some service to my country. Accordingly, my wishes
as to the course that our political matters should take in the near
future,are only t& secure for the presidential term which is to
commence in 1921, a good and proper personnel on the integrity of
whose incumbents, nobody should feel justified in raising the sligh-
teast doubt. If this end is, as we all expect, duly secured, the
political color or fraction to which sucess may come,will not,provi-
ded of course that it be honest and clean, weigh much in the order
of my preferences, for, as before stated, I am far, very far from
being a militant and much less an uncompromising and combative cam-
paign politician,

This will make clear to you and to everybody who knows
me a8 well as you do, my position in regard to the next elections
and also the candid desinterestedness of my 1deas, as also of my
wishes and my hopes in connection with electoral matters from which
you and everybody may rest assured that I do not expect or even desi=-
re, any personal advantage. S0 distant do I wish to keep myself from
all sort of active campaign politics, that I beg to request you to
consider this letter as stictly confidential as far as not letting i
to become more or less publicly known, for I do not even like to have
my ?ame cireculated in close asspciation with sctual local political
topies.

Coming now to the main subject of this letter, you are
I suppose informed that some kind of suggestion has been personally
and privately made through Mr. Gonzalez, your Minister here, to fene-

in the coming elections, might be perhaps advisable and efficient
in the interest of the legality and purity of the voting function,
I konw that General Menocal has positively and emphatically expressed
his uncompromising opposition to that idea of supervision end I must
own that I concur in his wiews and objections on grounds which seem
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to me conclusive and onwhich I wish to entertain you for only a
cursory consideration of the matter. The motives on which General
Menocal rests his opposition, are, as I wiew the matter, so very
cogent and impressive as to make me feel almost confident that they
will also appeal to your learned mid and perhaps bring you to share
our opinions on the subject.

As you probably know, for your knowledge is very ample in
regard to things in Cuba, the suggestion for that plan of electoral
inspection by American Supervisors, has had its only source in a
fraction of the Liberal Party, namely, the fraction following the
leadership of General J. M. Gomez. The other branches or fractions
of the Liberal Party, have not only not indorsed the scheme of
supervision, buy have openly and publicly given expression to their
opposition to it and the Conservative Party has unanimously objected
to the idea of any interference with or even supervision of the
elections. This will certainly Jjustify the conclusion that the mesa-
sure is not one desired and recommended by a majority of the people
here, but only by a fraction which may perhaps hope to derive from
it some measure of political strength, and, accordingly, if the plan
of supervision is not endorsed by any mes jority of the people of Cuba
ittcannot place toxigs its credit the will of the majority of the
voterse.

This is not, however, the only side of the case on which it
can be examined and considered, for there are other very capital
reasons on the force of which we all feel justified in hoping that
when they shall be weighed by the American Officials in your Govern- -
ment, they will sssent to the wiew that the plan should be dismissed
out ‘of regard for the prestige and moral character of General Menow
cal, who would otherwise auffer greatly at seeing himseelf disparaged
by any sction on the part of your Govermment, which would plainky
imply the most complete diffidence and lack of trust in his moral
character as Cief of the Cuban Executive, ;

To look with favor upon a plan of American Supervision in
the coming elections on the suggestion of the Liberal fraction before
mentioned, would indeed, mean thescknowledgement and admission by
General Menocal , that all the groundless allegations of electoral
frauds made against him by the political opposition to the Government
and to the Party in power, are trus or have least some measure of .
foundation, and nobody cen expect from General Menocal that he should
lend himself, by assenting to a supervision on those grounds, to such
an unjustifisble stultification of his character and reputation. Any
guch yielding on his partwould only bring about most utter discredit
and complete disrepute. His position would be so difficult end wantirg
so much in propriety and prestige, that nobody can say what action
would he take, under those circunstances. I am not, of course, autho
rized to make statements in his name or on his behalf and I 4o not

desire that any such construction, namely, that 1 am speaking for
him, should be given to my words, but I would not be surprised at
a8ll, if in case the hypothesis of supervision came to crystalize in
gome definite shape, General Menocal would think himself justified
in believing that the least he could do under the pressure of that
painful and humiliating action, should be to withdraw from office
by tendering his resignstion and making a public statement to the
people about the motAves of his action And the Liberal fraction
requesting supervision would be the only one that wouldbenefit from
all this chaotic condition of things, for it would exert itself to
gpread the belief that the U,3, Government looks with favor upon the
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coming into power of that Liberal fraction and that the action of
supervision has been intensed against Menocal and his party and in
favor of the aforesaid Liberal fraction,

Now, the fact, the undeniable fact, is that General Menocal
has furnished the most direct and convincimg evidence of this purity
and impartiality in regard to the coming elections, when he invited
you to come to Cuba to give us all the benefit of your learning and
experience on elector al and census matters, and at kkx his request |
you framed the Election Law which was promptly passed boy our Congre
and inmediately approved and caused to be published by President !
Menocal., This affords a complete and most full evidence of the
integrity of his intentione and apurposes, for you know well that
his recommendations and desires in connection with the intended
framing of the new election law, were to the effect that it should
contain and provide all the safeguards and guaranties necesary to
gsecuring a fair and legal election, .

And does it not seem unjustified and even uncalled for, that
in the face of all this brilliant and worthiness of the candidates, |
because it is not in his, to prevent nomhination wich might be consie
dered undesira formanyressons snd many precedents, and that is almost
the onlyvery sore point of the whole matter, namely, the personal
record, of some of the candidates that my be nomminated. As to the
Conservative Party, however, there is no doubt that General Menocal
and his friends, may be in a pesition to do & good deal towards a
good selection of fair candidates, and it is Kis (Aqul continua un
pdrrafo pero esta en conddciones que no se puede escribir).

General Menocal is certainly very thankful for the kind
interest shown by the U.S, Govermment in our coming elections and
he realiszes the good will of that Gobernment, but he is certain, and
I share his ideas on this subject,that as far as his powers under ‘
you law will authorize him, he is fully gualified to supervise all
the proceedings and to take such actions as may be necessary to have
the law enforced and complied with and to pposecute those who may be
guilty of violating its provisions. If the result, contrary to our
expectations on the matter, should notbe satisfactory, then the
further remedy, which, of course, would have to be more drastic,
could only be found in a more close and stringent electoral legis-
lation., The only evil for the avoidance of which General Menocal
could not oasily provide, would be not that of the illegality of
the alectoral process, but that of the integrity and worthinsss of
the candidates, because it is not in his hands to prevent nomminae
tions whichmight be considered undesirable for many reasons and
many precedents, and that is almost the only very sore point of the
whole matter, namely, the personal record, of some of the candidates
that my be nomminated. As to the Conservative Party, however,there
is no doubt that General Menocal and his friends, may be in s posie
tion to do a good deal towards a good selection of fair candidates,
and it is his purpose to cooperate to that and to the best of his
ability. Only honorable and straight persons ought to be selected
and a statement of your Gobernment to that effeoct would certainly
prove very efficient as its statements against the revolt of 1917,
contributed, in a large measure, as you certainly remember, to
discourage and put down that 1llegal uprising.

Tet me say, before bringing this already too long letter té
a close, that opposition to supervision does not rest on any fear
that the elections should be publicly witnessed by the whdle world,
No, supervision is opposed only on the grounds before set forth,for
as to the publicity of the election proceedings before, during and
after the voting at the polls, any body who wishes may come to Cuba
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and witness and watoh all the acts connected with the subject,pro-
vided they to it in a private capacity and merely as spectators,

I have not considered the question of supervision in cone
nection with the general spirit and even the letter of the law,
which you drew up because I do not wish to discuss the matter from
its legal standpoints, but I do not see how an official supervision
of the elections wpuld take place without infringing upon the funda.
mental rules of your law, which carefully excludes all sorts of
government agency in that matter.Supervision of those elections
would certainly conflict with those rules which have been decided
upon as safeguards for the legality of the elections.

- Excuse me, once more, for the length of thds letter, which
I beg you to read and consider carefully, as the expression of the
reasons and motives why, in mi mind, General Mgnocal, is fully juse
tified in feeling that any plan to have the elections officially
supervised under his Government, by the United States, in inconsise
tent with ¥hts his &deas of honorability and self-respect &and why
also, it is my opinion that General Menocal should have the oppor=-
tunity of showing and displaying his fitness and power to have the
elections carried out in a legal, pesceful and proper manner,for it
was with this purpose, and only with this purpose,that he invited
and caused you to Cuba, in order to frame a new law under which a
fair, honeat and legal election could be held here in Cuba,

Yours very sincerely.
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